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NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER, 2009
SHARE THE SEASON

DEACON’S DOOR

The first signs of winter are now appearing, which
means Christmas must be approaching. As we
prepare for this special time of the year, we want
you to be aware of our special church events and
worship opportunities.
We will be observing the four Sundays of Advent:
November 29th ~ Hope; December 6th ~ Peace;
December 13th ~ Joy; and December 20th ~ Love,
with the lighting of our Advent Wreath. On
Christmas Eve, we will come together to share the
majesty and mystery with a very special traditional,
family-like service of worship at 7:30 p.m. It will
include a service of lessons and carols featuring
favorite Christmas scriptures, anthems, and hymns.
This will be followed by the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper in candlelight with a handheld candle
closing hymn of “Silent Night.” A new Christmas
ornament will be given to each family. The offering
collected will be given to the Westland Area
Ecumenical Food Pantry. Nursery care will be
provided. Please note ~ we will not have Church
School on December 27th.

News Items:
 The Deacons are sponsoring a card shower for
Private Jake Flowers on Sunday, December 13th,
as he prepares to begin his military service. We
will surprise Jake during Fellowship Time.
 Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is seeking additional
help ~ if you crochet or knit please consider
sharing your talent with others. Contact Pam
Johnston if interested.
 Want to be on the prayer chain? Sign up to be
notified of prayer requests by phone or via email.
 The Deacons would especially appreciate
volunteers to help with the refreshments during
Fellowship Time in December by providing
Christmas cookies or other holiday goodies ~
Please sign up on the sheet in the upper hallway
to share time and talents.
Upcoming Events:
 “The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever”
downtown at Columbus Children’s Theater on
December 6th
 Christmas Caroling on December 11th & 12th
~ We will meet at the church at 6:00 p.m. both
nights
 Luminarias to Light the Way for Christ on
December 24 before the Christmas Eve Worship
Service
Watch for details to be announced for all these
activities and more in the Sunday bulletin!
1

A Place For You . . .
At Westminster, there is a place for you. Our arms are open
wide to those who would like to join us in this family of faith.
If you are new to the area or have been our guest, we hope this
newsletter will help you to get to know us better. Blessings to
you, and good reading!
SUNDAY OPPORTUNITIES: At Westminster, we have many exciting opportunities to join together for
worship, study, and fellowship.
Worship: During the
school year, we have
Sunday worship service
at 10:30 a.m.
During
the Summer months we
worship at 10:00 a.m.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES:

Education: Each Sunday, during the
school year, our church school meets
for students both young and old at
9:00 a.m. Plan on joining us for
so me st imu lat ing educat io nal
opportunities.

Fellowship: During the school year,
c hu r c h sc ho o l st u d e nt s a n d
worshipers join together at 10:00 a.m.
(9:30 a.m. during the summer) for a
special time of refreshment and
fellowship.

Here’s a few more ways to be active and involved in the WPC community.

Choir: If you would like to sing praises to God, join
our Chancel choir. Practice is the first Thursday of
each month at 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study: We have an adult Bible class on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. during the school
year. Our women’s group, Naomi Circle, meets
monthly for study and fellowship. See page 6 for
details.

Prayer Support: For prayer support simply call
Ardis Offensend (878-4466), Wanda Kerr (8780409), or Nadine Mindigo (878-3345), and your
prayers will be added to our special chain of prayer.

Adult Fellowship: We have fellowship
opportunities for people of all ages. Check page 6
for the latest special happenings.

Our Location: We aren’t the easiest church
to find, but well worth the search. From
West Broad Street, take N. Murray Hill into
Lincoln Village. Turn left on Amesbury
Way. The Church is on your Left.

Westminster Presbyterian Church is governed
and cared for by elected officers of the church.
The Session: Our Governing Body
Class of 2010: Bob Bethge, Don Crumley
Class of 2011: Barb Mogren, Jerry Ridenour, Carol Scior
Class of 2012: Melinda Rowe, Jerry Sparks

The Deacons: Our Serving Arm
Class of 2010: Linda Bethge, Karen Flowers
Class of 2011: Ruthie Beine, Joyce Ridenour
Class of 2012: Pam Johnston, Veronica Downs
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Greetings and Peace to You in the name of Our Lord, Jesus Christ,
Advent is here. This is a time to prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus into our world and into our lives.
I am sure that you are beginning to feel the Christmas spirit stirring within your breast, or you are like me and
feeling Holiday Stress constricting your chest.
Advent was originally meant to be a time of reflection, yet today we barely have time to sit and think for a
moment before we are bombarded with some commercial or sale. What should be a time of candles and
prayer has instead become a time of blinking lights and traffic jams.
My hope is that this Advent you will be able to find a time to reflect. Find a time to sit with family and
explain what this season is really about. Prepare a way for the Lord within the wilderness of this season.
Prepare your heart for the coming of the light of the world. Most of all, have a Merry Christmas.
Grace and peace,

Rev. Collin

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
We at Westminster, along with Presbyterians all over the world, have long celebrated the birth of Jesus
Christ by giving generously to the Christmas Joy Offering, a tradition for 70 years. The receipts from the
Offering are distributed equally to the Board of Pensions for assistance programs and to Racial Ethnic and
Women’s Ministries to support Presbyterian racial ethnic education.
Through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pension, the Christmas Joy Offering recognizes the
faithfulness of current and retired church workers and surviving spouses by providing funds to help them
through difficult times.
The Board offers supplements to raise incomes to a level where retirees can live modestly and continue to
maintain their independence. Help also is given to assist with financial needs resulting from a variety of
problems, such as floods, tornadoes or unexpected family expenses.
The other 50 percent of the offering goes to racial ethnic schools and colleges to help provide scholarships to
deserving students and to help with basic operating costs. These institutions develop leaders in the church and
in society and they enable students to discover and pursue their professional goals.
The six remaining Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges are: Barber-Scotia College, Concord, NC;
Cook Native American Ministries, Tempe, AZ; Knoxville College, Knoxville, TN; Menaul School,
Albuquerque, NM; Presbyterian Pan American School, Kingsville, TX; and Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, AL.
Your generous gift to the Christmas Joy Offering will be received December 20.
~ Lyn Hazen
3

NOTES OF APPRECIATION
“Thank you to Trent and Lucas Rowe for all their hard work in
our yard. It was a disaster and now it looks wonderful! You were a
blessing from the Lord.
~ Pam Johnston”
“Thank you to Mary Kilgore for my beautiful prayer shawl. I was
completely surprised and am very grateful. I never dreamed I would
receive a shawl of my own. Thanks so much. Welcome to the prayer
shawl committee.
~ Pam Johnston”

The Christmas Star
Poet: Nancy Byrd Turner

STEWARDSHIP
PLEDGE UPDATE

Stars rise and set, that star shines on:
Songs fail, but still that music beats
Through all the ages come and gone,
In lane and field and city streets.

The Stewardship Committee intended to report
a summary of our congregations pledges in
this news letter. We are not able to do this as
many pledges have not been received to date.
We will pray for those pledges to come in, so
we may still be stewards for our congregation,
family and community.

And we who catch the Christmas gleam,
Watching with children on the hill,
We know, we know it is no dream He stands among us still!

We will advise you when we are closer to the
number of pledges we had hoped and prayed
for.

CARD SHOWER FOR JAKE FLOWERS
The Deacons will be surprising Private Jacob Flowers with a card
shower during our Fellowship Time on Sunday, December 13th. All are
asked to send well wishes and words of encouragement to Jake as he
prepares to enter into military service. Cards can be mailed in care of
Karen Flowers to:
359 North Grener Road
Columbus, OH 43228
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Prayerfully,
Your Stewardship Committee

ANNUAL REPORTS REMINDER

TAX DEDUCTIONS

The annual reports from all committees and groups in
the church are due in the church office no later than
January 1, 2010. This will give the secretary time to put
the Annual Report together and have it ready for
distribution to the congregation on January 10th. The
Annual Congregational meeting, where it will be reviewed,
will be January 17th. Thanks in advance for your timely
response to this request.

Westminster would be a wonderful place to
make a donation if you need a year end tax
deduction.

FALL FOOD DAY
Many thanks to all who donated to our Fall Food Day which
helps to supply food for the Christmas baskets, food for the
Westland Ecumenical Community Food Pantry and meat for
the pantry freezer. We received approximately 23 bags of
food as well as 2 additional boxes from the Daisy Scout
Troop that meets here. Also, more than $200 in cash
donations were collected—a final figure will be announced.
Thanks so much for your generosity!

BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUP CALENDAR
All are invited to join the book discussion group on
December 2nd to discuss Prisoner of Birth by Jeffrey
Archer. Our regular meeting schedule (4th Wednesday of
each month at 1:00 p.m.) will resume in the new year. In
January we will be reading The Year of Living Biblically by
A.J. Jacobs. These books can be reserved from the public
library. Everyone is welcome in any or all of the
discussions. Pick up a copy of the book and join us!
Contact Carol Scior (878-6056) if you have any questions.

POINSETTIA ORDERS
Christmas is just around the corner and it’s time to start
thinking about purchasing a poinsettia to grace our
sanctuary during Christmas. The cost will be $7.50 each.
You may purchase yours in honor or in memory of someone
who is special to you. Please fill out the form available in
the bulletin beginning on Sunday, December 6th, or
through the church office. All orders must be in by
December 20th. If you have any questions, please contact
Don Crumley.
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Ruth Arthur
Jan Howsmon
Shelley Ferko
Rebecca Dye
Nina Orsborn
Tom MacMillan
Pam Johnston
Melinda Rowe
Dee Gilbert
Jean Wills

Our summary statement through the end of October shows that our yearto-date income was $83,934.72. Our year-to-date expenses were $93,939.13.
This causes a shortfall of $10,004.41. It would be quite helpful if you could
keep your pledges up to date. Thank you. A full financial report is available
from the office. Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions.
~ Carol Scior, Chair; Finance Committee

PER CAPITA REMINDER
We have paid our per capita to Presbytery in the
amount of $3,065, and to date we have collected
$1,727.61. Please check your last quarterly
statement to see if your Per Capita has been paid
and if not, please pay before the end of 2009. If
you have any questions, please call Jean Wills.
Thanks!

31

Dick and Lyn Hazen

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES
Watch the bulletin and newsletter for future fellowship activities.
LUNCH BUNCH

PAIRS ‘N SPARES

Lunch Bunch will dine at 11:30 a.m. at York Steak
House (4220 West Broad Street) on December 3rd.
Meet at 11:15 to carpool ~ Linda Dado - Hostess

Watch for more information to be announced
in the bulletin as plans are finalized.

NAOMI CIRCLE

OTHER DECEMBER EVENTS

Naomi Circle will meet at 12:00 noon
on Monday, December 7, for our annual
luncheon in the kitchen.

December 11 & 12 ~ Christmas Caroling
December 13 ~ Card Shower - Jake Flowers
December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship Service and Luminarias
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TREE OF WARMTH

CLERK’S CORNER

As the temperatures keep going down outside, the
Tree of Warmth has arrived in our Fellowship
Hall. We hope your knitting needles and crochet
hooks have been busy or that you have in other
ways collected mittens, gloves, hats and scarves
to hang on our tree this Christmas season. These
items will be divided between the Faith Mission
and the Hannah Neil Center in Columbus. We
would really appreciate your help. Let’s fill up
that tree!

Highlights of the
November Session Meeting:
 Plans for the Confirmation Class are moving

forward.
 Pastor Collin is to preach at the Community
Thanksgiving service on November 22.
 Pastor Collin to be on vacation November 24-27
and December 28-January 4.
 Presbytery will be conducting an Elder Training
Class at Hilliard on January 9th.
 Staff reviews are due.
 Date for Mountain T.O.P. is yet to be deteremined.
 Property committee is looking into new lighting
system for the sanctuary.
 Need leaders for Flea Fantasia. Please volunteer.

YEAR END BILLS
All outstanding bills for this year’s accounting
need to be into the Treasurer, Jean Wills, by
Monday, December 8th. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Please remember to
bring in food items to fill
up our wonderful “Food
Pantry” box every
Sunday. This month the
WECFP is in need of
everything. Thanks so
much for your generous
support!

~ Ardis Offensend

Mission of the Month
BE A “CHRISTMAS ANGEL”
Again, we are pleased to work in cooperation with Prairie-Lincoln
Elementary School to provide food and Christmas presents to the needy
within our community.
Westminster will be adopting 5 families with 18 children, providing
presents for the children and food for these families. The school will be
collecting food and we have been asked to bring in additional canned or
boxed goods to assist them. If you have not signed up to buy a present and
would like to, please call Dottie Miller (878-4754) to find out what still
needs to be purchased.
Those who have “adopted” children should be aware that all gifts
should be wrapped with the sticker attached to the outside of the package.
Gifts need to be brought to the church no later than December 13th and
placed on the kitchen tables.
If you would like to help put the gifts and food baskets together, please
see Dottie Miller. Help make some holiday magic by spreading our joy to
those less fortunate this season.

REMINDER ~ If you purchase items at Meijer’s and G.F.S., be sure to use your company cards so that
Westminster will receive cash back on all purchases. If you need a card, ask Carol Scior or Ardis Offensend.
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December 2009
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
Girl Scouts:
6:30 p.m.

7
Naomi Circle:
1:30 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Theater Outing: 1:00 p.m.

13
3rd Sunday of Advent
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group: 5:00 p.m.
Session: 7:00 p.m.

Outreach
Committee:
7:00 p.m.

20
21
4th Sunday of Advent ~ Christmas
Joy Offering

5
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.
Scrapbook
Group:
10:00 a.m.
Seventh Day
Adventists:
6:00 p.m.

10
Girl Scouts:
5:30 p.m.

11
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.

Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

Christmas
Caroling:
6:00 p.m.

Bible Study:
7:00 p.m.

9
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:30 p.m.
Seventh Day
Adv.: 7:30 pm

12
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m. and
6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
Christmas
Caroling:
6:00 p.m.

15
Block Watch
Captains:
6:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:30 p.m.
Bible Study:
7:00 p.m.
Newsletter
Deadline

16
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:30 p.m.
Seventh Day
Adv.: 7:30 pm

17
Girl Scouts:
5:30 p.m.

18
Card Club:
1:00 p.m.

Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

Girl Scouts:
4:00 p.m.

22
Bible Study:
7:00 p.m.

23
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:30 p.m.
Seventh Day
Adv.: 7:30 pm

24
Christmas Eve
Worship
Service:
7:30 p.m.

25
Christmas Day
Church Office
Closed

29
Girl Scouts:
6:30 p.m.

30
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.

31
New Year’s
Eve

8
Prairie Lincoln
PTO Meeting:
6:00 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Christian Education: 11:45 a.m.
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 11:45 a.m.
Creative Memories: 2:00 p.m.
27
1st Sunday after Christmas

28

Sat

3
4
Lunch Bunch: Girl Scouts:
11:30 a.m. at
4:00 p.m.
York Steak
Girl Scouts:
5:30 p.m.
Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.
Chancel
Choir: 7:30 pm

Pairs ‘N
Spares:
6:30 p.m.

14
Westland HS
Band Boosters:
6:00 p.m.

Fri

2
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Book
Discussion
Group: 1:00
Girl Scouts:
6:00 & 6:30 pm
SDA: 7:30 pm

Bible Study:
7:00 p.m.

6
2nd Sunday of Advent ~ The
Lord’s Supper

Thu

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Worship Committee: 11:45 a.m.
Deacon Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
Distribute Newsletter

Girl Scouts:
6:30 p.m.
Seventh Day
Adv.: 7:30 pm
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19
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m. and
6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.

26
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m. and
6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.

WORSHIP
PLANNING

Elder for the Month of December:
Don Crumley
Deacon for the Month of December:
Joyce Ridenour

December 6 – 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ The Lord’s Supper
Scripture Text: Luke 1:68-79
Second Lesson: Luke 3:1-6

First Lesson: Philip 1:3-11

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: Trish Moore
Greeter:
Jeanann Jordan
Advent Readers: Lyn and Dick Hazen

Melinda Rowe
TBD
The Falke Family

December 13 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Scripture Text: Isaiah 12:2-6
Second Lesson: Luke 3:7-18

First Lesson: Philip 4:4-7

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: Barb Mogren
Greeter:
John Pershing
Advent Readers: The Moore Family

Shadin Moore
TBD
Mary Jane Hamill & Mary Horner

December 20 – 4th Sunday of Advent ~ Christmas Joy Offering
Psalm Reading: Psalm 80:1-7
Second Lesson: Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)

First Lesson: Hebrew 10:5-10

Lay Readers:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: Kevin Dye
Greeter:
Susie Bennett
Advent Readers: The Rowe Family

Pam Johnston
TBD
Veronica Downs & Fred Scior

December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Service
Psalm Reading: 96
Second Lesson: Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

First Lesson: Titus 2:11-14

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: TBD
Greeter:
TBD
Advent Readers: TBD

TBD
TBD
Jack and Nancy Hopkins

December 27 – 1st Sunday after Christmas
Psalm Reading: 148
Second Lesson: Luke 2:41-52

First Lesson: Colossians 3:12-17

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: Carol Scior
Greeter:
Linda Kilgore

Don Crumley
TBD
Jim Benney and Beverly Ferry
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER
“The Window” is more than your average church
newsletter. We don’t just advertise church events; we
keep you abreast of major events & trends happening in
the church and around the world. We see “The
Window” as an important part of our Christian
education curriculum.
Why not subscribe to “The Window” or give a gift
subscription to a friend or relative? (We suggest a $10
donation, though any amount is appreciated. (Write
“Window” in the memo of your check.) Like public TV,
you will still get “The Window” even if you don’t
subscribe, but we would like to give you the opportunity
to express your appreciation for our extra effort. The
money will be used for office needs and supplies.

CHRISTMAS STARS
1
1/2

stick of lightly salted butter
cup fine sugar
Grated rind of one lemon
1
egg beaten
2 1/4 cup flour
1/4
cup cornstarch
1/2
teaspoon vanilla extract
1/4
cup colored sugar crystals
Beat butter, sugar and lemon rind together until
light and fluffy. Gradually add the egg, beating
well after each addition. Sift together the flour
and the cornstarch and blend into this mixture,
along with the vanilla. Knead until smooth then
roll out dough about 1/4 inch thick and cut into
star shapes. Sprinkle tops of stars with colored
sugar and press down gently so the sugar adheres.
Bake cookies for 10 to 12 minutes at 350°. Cool
for 3 minutes then remove from cookies sheets.
Use different colors of sugar for a festive rainbow of
stars to give as gifts for Christmas this year—and be
sure to save a few for Santa!
~ found on Buzzle.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Westminster Presbyterian Church
222 Schoolhouse Lane
Columbus, OH 43228-1217
Phone: 614-878-4623
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