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NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER, 2010
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
“What Child Is This?” is the theme of this year’s Christmas Joy Offering. As we celebrate the birth of the
child in Bethlehem we realize that with him came a new realm of God’s love at work in the world. One way
Presbyterians respond to that love at Christmas is by giving generously to the Christmas Joy Offering.
This offering helps students at racial ethnic schools and colleges develop their gifts and find their calling to
serve God through serving their communities. The Joy Offering also helps families of both active and retired
church workers to meet unexpected needs.
Especially now every congregation’s gifts to the seventy year old Christmas Joy Offering are critical to the
future of these two programs. Our Westminster family understands this need and will again respond
generously this Advent season. The offering will be dedicated December 19, and the Sunday School children
will also bring their offering boxes that Sunday. Envelopes are in the December newsletter and in the pews.
Each Sunday of Advent your bulletin will contain an interesting story of people who have been helped by this
offering. If you have any questions, please call Lyn Hazen at 876-5930.
~ Lyn Hazen

SHARE THE SEASON
The first signs of winter are now appearing, which means
Christmas must be approaching. As we prepare for this special
time of the year, we want you to be aware of our special church
events and worship opportunities.
We will be observing the four Sundays of Advent: November
28th ~ Hope; December 5th ~ Peace; December 12th ~ Joy; and
December 19th ~ Love, with the lighting of our Advent Wreath.
On Christmas Eve, we will come together to share the majesty
and mystery with a very special traditional, family-like service of
worship at 7:30 p.m. It will include a service of lessons and
carols featuring favorite Christmas scriptures, anthems, and
hymns. This will be followed by the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper in candlelight with a handheld candle closing hymn of
“Silent Night.” A new Christmas ornament will be given to each
family. The offering collected will be given to the Westland
Area Ecumenical Food Pantry. Nursery care will be provided.
Please note ~ we will not have Church School on December 26th.
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A Place For You . . .
At Westminster, there is a place for you. Our arms are
open wide to those who would like to join us in this family
of faith. If you are new to the area or have been our
guest, we hope this newsletter will help you to get to know
us better. Blessings to you, and good reading!
SUNDAY OPPORTUNITIES: At Westminster, we have many exciting opportunities to join together for
worship, study, and fellowship.
Worship: During the
school year, we have
Sunday worship service
at 10:30 a.m.
During
the Summer months we
worship at 10:00 a.m.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES:

Education: Each Sunday, during the
school year, our church school meets
for students both young and old at
9:00 a.m. Plan on joining us for
so me st imu lat ing educat io nal
opportunities.

Fellowship: During the school year,
c hu r c h sc ho o l st u d e nt s a n d
worshipers join together at 10:00 a.m.
(9:30 a.m. during the summer) for a
special time of refreshment and
fellowship.

Here’s a few more ways to be active and involved in the WPC community.

Choir: If you would like to sing praises to God, join
our Chancel choir. Practice is the first Thursday of
each month at 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study: We have an adult Bible class on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. during the school
year. Two year round study groups meet weekly at
10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. Our
women’s group, Naomi Circle, meets monthly for
study and fellowship.

Prayer Support: For prayer support simply call
Ardis Offensend (878-4466), Wanda Kerr (8780409), or Nadine Mindigo (878-3345), and your
prayers will be added to our special chain of prayer.

Adult Fellowship: We have
opportunities for people of all ages.

Our Location: We aren’t the easiest church
to find, but well worth the search. From
West Broad Street, take N. Murray Hill into
Lincoln Village. Turn left on Amesbury
Way. The Church is on your Left.

fellowship

Westminster Presbyterian Church is governed
and cared for by elected officers of the church.
The Session: Our Governing Body
Class of 2011: Barb Mogren, Jerry Ridenour, Carol Scior
Class of 2012: Melinda Rowe, Jerry Sparks
Class of 2013: Bob Bethge, Jean Wills
The Deacons: Our Serving Arm
Class of 2011: Ruthie Beine, Joyce Ridenour
Class of 2012: Pam Johnston, Veronica Downs
Class of 2013: Linda Bethge, Karen Flowers, Steve Sparks
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Greetings and peace to you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
Hurry up and wait. I cannot remember when I first heard that phrase, but it seems to sum up existence on
earth. We rush through many things in order to get to what we perceive to be important then we wait for those
things to be over. This time of year that is even more true as we rushed from Halloween, through
Thanksgiving and on to Christmas.
Thankfully our tradition steps in and tries to save us.
Advent is now upon us, a time of the year where we slow down and reflect on the history of our faith. We
hear of prophets foretelling the birth of a Messiah; we wait with an expectant mother who is visited by angels;
we sit with shepherds and their sheep. We should slow down and tip toe through these weeks leading up to the
triumph of Christmas Day when the world changed forever.
Friends, I pray that we will all be able to meet this Advent season humbly, quietly and with patience. That
we don’t get swept up in the rush to Christmas, I pray that we are all able to find some calm days and silent
nights to reflect on how the world is and how we all need the Christ child to come into it again.
Enjoy this holiday season. Spend time with your family, visit with friends but most importantly sit still for
awhile and listen for what God is doing, what God has done, what God will do again
Merry Christmas,

Rev. Collin

BE A “CHRISTMAS ANGEL”
Again, we are pleased to work in cooperation with Prairie-Lincoln Elementary School to provide food and
Christmas presents to the needy within our community.
Westminster will be adopting 7 families with 21 children, providing presents for the children and food for
these families. The school will be collecting food and we have been asked to bring in additional canned or
boxed goods to assist them. If you have not signed up to buy a present and would like to, please call Dottie
Miller (878-4754) to find out what still needs to be purchased.
Those who have “adopted” children should be aware that all gifts should be wrapped
with the sticker attached to the outside of the package. Gifts need to be
brought to the church no later than December 12th and placed on the
kitchen tables.
If you would like to help put the gifts and food baskets together, please
see Dottie Miller. Help make some holiday magic by spreading our joy to
those less fortunate this season.

YOUR LOCAL MISSION DOLLARS AT WORK...
Upon learning that Prairie Lincoln Elementary would like hats and gloves for children with winter coming,
the Mission Committee voted to assist. Beverly Ferry volunteered to purchase these. We have donated 49
pairs of gloves and 49 hats to the school.
~ Dottie Miller
3

PAIRS ‘N SPARES
FESTIVITIES
PLANNED

DEACON’S DOOR

Pairs and Spares will feast and
make merry at a Christmas dinner
party on Wednesday evening,
December 8, at the York Steak
House on West Broad. Please
bring a small, Christmas wrapped
goodie to share--something like
a candy cane, chocolate Santa, or
a few boxed cookies. Nothing
expensive, elaborate or very
large!! Meet at York Steak house
in the special meeting room at
6:30 p.m. If you need a ride or
wish to carpool let your caller
know. Call Ardis at the church
(878-4623) or Carolyn Moore at
home (878-3253) for reservations
if you do not receive a personal
call. All are welcome. Come
and enjoy some holiday fun
together.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Dress warm and meet at the church at 6:00 p.m.
sharp on Friday, December 3rd. Cookies and hot
chocolate will follow—come out and have fun as we
“strike the harp and join the chorus” Fa la la la la!

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE
Thanks to everyone who donated their time, talent,
crafts and baked goods to make our boutique a
HUGE success! So far we have raised $602 For the
General Fund—be sure to shop for more stocking
stuffers on December 5th. We will also have
homemade fudge and buckeyes available for
purchase at that time for 50 cents apiece or 6 for
$2.50 mix or match. Get them before we sell out!
~ Karen Flowers

~ Carolyn Moore

COOKIE SALE
NAOMI CIRCLE
GATHERING

Orders are being taken now until December 5th.
Forms are available in the Sunday bulletin or at the
Holiday Boutique. Each plate contains 3 dozen
cookies for $10 and will include an assortment of
pressed cookies, petticoat tails shortbread, chocolate
thumbprints with mint icing, snicker doodles,
oatmeal raisin, butter balls, sugar cookies, peanut
butter with M&M’s, molasses cookies and no bake
cookies. Please include your payment with your
completed order form. Your cookie plates will be
ready for pick up on Sunday, December 19th.

Naomi Circle will hold it's
December meeting at the home of
Carolyn Moore, 420 Powder Mill
Lane, on Monday, December
6th at 1:30 p.m. There will NOT
be a potluck or luncheon, but
holiday refreshments will be
served around the Christmas
tree. Allergy alert---there is a
resid ent cat !
We w ill
have some Christmas fun
while celebrating the reason for
the season.
Contact Carolyn
(878-3253) if you have any
questions.

CHRISTMAS LUMINARIAS
We will light the way for Christ with our luminarias
before the Christmas Eve Worship Service on
December 24th. Thanks to everyone who saved
milk jugs—we have enough to line the walkways
into the church—so no more are needed.

~ Carolyn Moore
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BLOOD DRIVE REMINDER
To help supply the need for blood, especially over the holidays, the Westland Community Blood Drive has
been scheduled at Columbia Heights United Methodist Church, 775 Galloway Road, on December 29th from
2:00 to 8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. If you are a healthy adult, please consider being a part of this blood
drive and sign up to be a donor. The need is critical, the gratification is instant! For more information about
the blood drive, please call Adrienne Seymour at 878-6612. Give the gift of life.

TREE OF WARMTH

POINSETTIA ORDERS

As the temperatures keep going down outside,
the Tree of Warmth has
arrived in our
Fellowship Hall. We hope your knitting needles
and crochet hooks have been busy or that you
have in other ways collected mittens, gloves,
hats and scarves to hang on our tree this
Christmas season. These items will be divided
between the Faith Mission and the Hannah Neil
Center in Columbus. We would really appreciate
your help. Let’s fill up that tree!

Christmas is just around the corner and it’s time
to start thinking about purchasing a poinsettia to
grace our sanctuary during Christmas. The cost
will be $7.50 each. You may purchase yours in
honor or in memory of someone who is special
to you. Please fill out the form available in the
bulletin beginning on Sunday, December 5th, or
through the church office. All orders must be in
by December 19th. If you have any questions,
please contact Don Crumley.

DID YOU EVER WONDER …
What is a Presbytery? Our congregation belongs to the Presbytery of Scioto Valley-one of 173 presbyteries
in the nation. Presbyteries are groups of congregations in a geographical location that must meet at least twice
a year. The voting members of the Presbytery are the ministers of the 112 congregations that make up our
presbytery as well as an elder representative of each congregation. Much like the House of Representatives,
congregations with more members send more elder representatives to Presbytery. The duties and responsibility
of the Presbytery include mission, coordinating the work of member churches, provide training and guidance
for member churches in areas of leadership development, church officer training, worship, witness,
stewardship and fair employment practices. It ordains ministers and lay ministers as well as develops a
relationship to support those who are seeking to become ministers. The Presbytery acts like the church to its
member congregations, nurturing and visiting the sessions and the ministers within its bounds as well as
helping out when the congregation does not have a minister. The Presbytery of Scioto Valley is located from
Marion County south to the river with the eastern and western borders being Madison and Fairfield county.
Now you know what a Presbytery is!
~ Barbara Mogren
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DECEMBER

CHURCH NEWS

AND

UPCOMING EVENTS

FINANCIAL REPORT
Our summary statement through the end of October shows that our year-todate income was $87,228.76. Our year-to-date expenses were $95,384.19.
This causes a shortfall of $8,155.43. A full financial report is available from
the office. Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions.
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Larry Smiley
Ruth Arthur
Jan Howsmon
Shelley Ferko
Rebecca Dye
Nina Orsborn
Tom MacMillan
Pam Johnston
Melinda Rowe
Dee Gilbert
Robert Rule
Jean Wills

~ Carol Scior, Chair; Finance Committee

ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE
The annual reports from all committees
and groups in the church are due in the
church office no later than January 1, 2010.
This will give the secretary time
to put the Annual Report together
and have it ready for distribution
to the congregation on January
9th. The Annual Congregational
meeting, where it will be
reviewed, will be January 16th.
Thanks in advance for your
timely response to this request.

Dick and Lyn Hazen

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES
Watch the bulletin and newsletter for future fellowship activities.
LUNCH BUNCH

PAIRS ‘N SPARES

Lunch Bunch will dine at 11:30 a.m. at the Perkins on
Rome-Hilliard Road on Thursday, December 2nd.
Meet at 11:15 to carpool ~ Jeanann Jordan - Hostess

Join us for dinner on Wednesday, December 8th,
at the York Steak House on West Broad Street.
See the article on page 4 for more information.

NAOMI CIRCLE

OTHER DECEMBER EVENTS

Naomi Circle will meet at Carolyn Moore’s on
Monday, December 6th, at 1:30 p.m. See the
article on page 4 for more information..

December 3 ~ Christmas Caroling
December 19 ~ Christmas Joy Offering
December 29 ~ Blood Drive at Columbia Heights
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YEAR END BILLS
All outstanding bills for this year’s
accounting need to be into the Treasurer,
Jean Wills, by Monday, December 6th.
Thank you for your cooperation.

PER CAPITA REMINDER
We have paid our per capita to Presbytery in
the amount of $3,065, and to date we have
collected $1,745.99. Please check your last
quarterly statement to see if your Per Capita
has been paid and if not, please pay before
the end of 2010. If you have any questions,
please call Jean Wills. Thanks!

Please remember to bring in food items to
fill up our wonderful “Food Pantry” box
every Sunday. This month the WECFP is
in need of everything. Thanks so much
for your generous support!

CHRISTMAS CARD RECYCLING
Don’t throw those cards away—bring them in to be reused
as gift tags or repurposed in other craft projects next year.
Put your cards in the box in the narthex. See Karen Flowers
with any questions—thanks for your help!

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING
SERVICE MEANINGFUL
The Community Thanksgiving Service sponsored by the
Westland Area Ministerial Association held here at
Westminster on November 21 was very well attended by
members of St. Paul’s Lutheran, Columbia Height United
Methodist, Galloway and Westminster Presbyterian
churches. The combined choir was wonderful to hear and
the $112.29 collected during the offertory was donated to
the Westland Area Ecumenical Food Pantry.

Mission of the Month
MENAUL SCHOOL
Menaul School is a Presbyterian school located in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Their theme is “We are
Menaul—Respect and Honor.” The students do not just learn
to tolerate different people but take the next step and learn
how to respect them. Honor is living up to our highest ideals
by loving and esteeming those around us. A new boarding
school has just opened and five Chinese students have
enrolled. They have just about completed a $30,000 campaign
to raise the year’s scholarship fund. The school is racially and
culturally diverse.
7

December 2010
Sun

5
2nd Sunday of Advent ~ The
Lord’s Supper
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.

12
3rd Sunday of Advent

Mon

6
Naomi Circle:
1:30 p.m. at
Carolyn
Moore’s

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Book Group:
1:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 pm
Theology
Class: 7:00 pm
SDA: 7:30 pm

2
Lunch Bunch:
11:30 a.m.
at ???
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8
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.
Pairs ‘N
Spares: 6:30 p
Theology
Class: 7:00 pm
SDA: 7:30 pm

9
Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

10
Fellowship
Hall Reserved:
5:00 p.m.

11
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.

14

15
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 pm
Theology
Class: 7:00 pm
SDA: 7:30 pm
Newsletter
Deadline

16
Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

17
Card Club:
1:00 p.m.

Property
Committee:
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts:
4:00 p.m.

18
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.

22
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.

23
Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

24

30
Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

31

Cub Scouts:
7:00 p.m.

13
Cub Scouts:
7:00 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Combined Session /
Deacon Meeting: 7:00 p.m.

19
20
4th Sunday of Advent ~ Christmas Cub Scouts:
7:00 p.m.
Joy Offering
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Christian Education: 11:45 a.m.
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 11:45 a.m.
Creative Memories: 2:00 p.m.

21
Block Watch
Captains:
6:00 p.m.

Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

Fri
3
Girl Scouts:
4:00 p.m.

27
Outreach
Committee:
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts:
6:00 pm
Theology
Class: 7:00 pm

28

29
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Worship & Music Com.: 11:45 am Cub Scouts:
7:00 p.m.
Distribute Newsletter

Girl Scouts:
6:00 pm
Theology
Class: 7:00 pm
SDA: 7:30 pm

8

4
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.

Christmas
Caroling:
7:00 p.m.

SDA: 7:30 pm
26
1st Sunday after Christmas

Sat

Scrapbook:
10:00 a.m.

25
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.

WORSHIP
PLANNING

Elder for the Month of December:
Jerry Sparks
Deacon for the Month of December:
Joyce Ridenour

December 5 – 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ The Lord’s Supper
Psalm Reading: 72:1-7, 18-19
Second Lesson: Matthew 3:1-12

First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: Joyce Ridenour
Greeter:
Jeanann Jordan
Advent Readers: Bob and Linda Bethge

Don Crumley
TBD
Mary Jane Hamill and Mary Horner

December 12 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Psalm Reading: 146:5-10
Second Lesson: Matthew 11:2-11

First Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: Jeanann Jordan
Greeter:
Kyle Kilgore
Advent Readers: Ron and Jan Howsmon

Shadin Moore
TBD
Carolyn Moore and Beverly Ferry

December 19 – 4th Sunday of Advent; Christmas Joy Offering
Psalm Reading: 80:1-7, 17-19
Second Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25

First Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-16

Lay Readers:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: Carol Rule
Greeter:
John Pershing
Advent Readers: The Ervin Family

Karen Flowers
TBD
TBD

December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Service
Psalm Reading: 96
Second Lesson: Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: TBD
Greeter:
TBD

TBD
TBD
TBD

December 26 – 1st Sunday after Christmas
Psalm Reading: 148
Second Lesson: Matthew 2:13-23

First Lesson: Isaiah 63:7-9

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Worker: Mary Dye
Greeter:
Linda Kilgore

Veronica Downs
TBD
The Dye Family
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER
“The Window” is more than your average church
newsletter. We don’t just advertise church events; we
keep you abreast of major events & trends happening in
the church and around the world. We see “The
Window” as an important part of our Christian
education curriculum.
Why not subscribe to “The Window” or give a gift
subscription to a friend or relative? (We suggest a $10
donation, though any amount is appreciated. (Write
“Window” in the memo of your check.) Like public TV,
you will still get “The Window” even if you don’t
subscribe, but we would like to give you the opportunity
to express your appreciation for our extra effort. The
money will be used for office needs and supplies.

SCENTED ORNAMENTS
This recipe is meant to be used to make Christmas
ornaments to decorate with or to use a gift tags. If
the fragrance starts to fade, drop a little cinnamon
oil on ornament.
3
3

cups applesauce
cups ground cinnamon

Mix the applesauce and the cinnamon together
until the mixture is thick enough to hold a form
when cut into cookie cutter shapes. Flatten the
mixture on a flat surface and cut into cookie
cutter shapes.
Place cookie shapes on a cookie sheet to dry for
3 to 4 days depending on the size and thickness of
the cookies. If using as a hanging ornament,
make a hole with a toothpick or a straw before
drying. These can also be baked in a 200° oven
for 2 1/2 hours to dry. Line the cookie sheet with
parchment paper for easier removal. Also, 1-2
tablespoons of white glue can be added to the
mixture for extra strength. Decorate ornaments as
desired and add ribbon to hang.
~ from Allrecipes.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Westminster Presbyterian Church
222 Schoolhouse Lane
Columbus, OH 43228-1217
Phone: 614-878-4623

10

