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NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER, 2011
November 21, 2011
Members and Friends of Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Recently we received a letter from the Moderator and Stated Clerk of the Scioto Valley Presbytery. This letter
informed us that there is evidence that our previous Executive Presbyter took a significant amount of money
from the presbytery, and by doing so also from our churches in the presbytery.
This is a time that we all need to unite in prayer, not only for this person, but also for the current staff of the
presbytery, as they continue to resolve this problem.
There is a possibility that there could be press coverage of this business and we wanted you to hear about if
first from the church.
If you would like to read the letter that we received, please contact me and I will get a copy to you.
Again, please pray for the presbytery and all involved in resolving this incident.
Donald Crumley,
Clerk of Session

SHARE THE SEASON
The first signs of winter are now appearing, which means Christmas must be approaching. As we prepare
for this special time of the year, we want you to be aware of our special church events and worship
opportunities.
We will be observing the four Sundays of Advent: November 27th ~ Hope; December 4th ~ Peace;
December 11th ~ Joy; and December 18th ~ Love, with the lighting of our Advent Wreath. On Christmas
Eve, we will come together to share the majesty and mystery with a very special traditional, family-like service
of worship at 7:30 p.m. It will include a service of lessons and carols featuring favorite Christmas scriptures,
anthems, and hymns. This will be followed by the celebration of the Lord’s Supper in candlelight with a
handheld candle closing hymn of “Silent Night.” A new Christmas ornament will be given to each family.
The offering collected will be given to the Westland Ecumenical Community Food Pantry. Nursery care will
be provided. Please note ~ we will not have Church School on December 25th.
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A Place For You . . .
At Westminster, there is a place for you. Our arms are
open wide to those who would like to join us in this family
of faith. If you are new to the area or have been our
guest, we hope this newsletter will help you to get to know
us better. Blessings to you, and good reading!
SUNDAY OPPORTUNITIES: At Westminster, we have many exciting opportunities to join together for
worship, study, and fellowship.
Worship: During the
school year, we have
Sunday worship service
at 10:30 a.m.
During
the Summer months we
worship at 10:00 a.m.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES:

Education: Each Sunday, during the
school year, our church school meets
for students both young and old at
9:00 a.m. Plan on joining us for
so me st imu lat ing educat io nal
opportunities.

Fellowship: During the school year,
c hu r c h sc ho o l st u d e nt s a n d
worshipers join together at 10:00 a.m.
(9:30 a.m. during the summer) for a
special time of refreshment and
fellowship.

Here’s a few more ways to be active and involved in the WPC community.

Choir: If you would like to sing praises to God, join
our Chancel choir. Please see Don Crumley for
more information.

Bible Study: We have an adult Bible class on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. during the school
year. Two year round study groups meet weekly at
10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. Our
women’s group, Naomi Circle, meets monthly for
study and fellowship.

Prayer Support: For prayer support simply call
Nadine Mindigo at 878-3345 and your prayers will
be added to our special chain of prayer. Prayer
concerns will be listed in our Sunday bulletin for
three weeks unless otherwise requested.

Adult Fellowship: We have
opportunities for people of all ages.

Our Location: We aren’t the easiest church
to find, but well worth the search. From
West Broad Street, take N. Murray Hill into
Lincoln Village. Turn left on Amesbury
Way. The Church is on your Left.

fellowship

Westminster Presbyterian Church is governed
and cared for by elected officers of the church.
The Session: Our Governing Body
Class of 2012: Melinda Rowe, Jerry Sparks
Class of 2013: Bob Bethge, Jean Wills
Class of 2014: Blair Adams, Kevin Dye, Carol Scior
The Deacons: Our Serving Arm
Class of 2012: Pam Johnston, Veronica Downs
Class of 2013: Linda Bethge, Karen Flowers, Steve Sparks
Class of 2014: Mark Ervin
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
Christ is coming! That is the message of Advent and of Christmas. Too often we see this time of year as a
historical reminder of what happened in Bethlehem so long ago when it should be seen as a time to tell about
what God is doing now.
That something is that Christ is here and Christ is coming. Christ is here in our hearts and among us as we
worship, share love and fellowship and tell the good news. Christ is coming to restore the earth, to finish off
sin and usher in a new creation. This is what Advent is truly about.
So, let us celebrate Advent and Christmas. Let us enjoy gathering with friends and family. Let us
set up our nativities and watch our Christmas pageants. But, let us also remember to not keep
Christ in the manger. Share the good news that Christ is coming again. Share the good news that
God keeps his promises. He sent a savior and that savior will return.
Happy Advent and a Merry Christmas,

Rev. Collin

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
“Good News of Great Joy” is the theme of this year’s Christmas Joy Offering. Because Advent and
Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s greatest hope but also on our world’s greatest need, the PC
(USA) provides this timely opportunity for congregations to support causes specifically designed to bring
Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance or spirit. Alongside the message of promise and
fulfillment in Luke’s Gospel, we also hear the clear call to God’s people to respond in faith as Christ calls us:
“From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has
been entrusted, even more will be demanded” (Luke 12:48).
The Christmas Joy Offering is divided evenly between Presbyterian related racial ethnic schools and the
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. Help us support these students and faithful servants in their
hour of great promise and hour of great need.
Our Westminster family understands this need and will again respond generously this Advent season. The
offering will be dedicated December 18, and the Sunday School children will also bring their offering boxes
that Sunday. Envelopes will be in the pews. If you have any questions, please call Dottie Miller at 878-4754.
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COOKBOOK
PROJECT UNDERWAY
The Deacons are planning another
fundraiser for the church and need your
help! Don’t worry, it’s easy—just submit
your favorite recipes for publication in a
new church cookbook. The cookbooks
will be printed and ready for sale in time
for holiday gift giving in 2012.
If everyone sends in at least 3 recipes, we
will have a nice sized book with lots of
variety. Please follow the instructions
and use the “Recipe Collection Sheet” on
this page to turn yours in to the office.
More forms are available on the table in
the narthex—please take as many as you
need. We will be collecting recipes over
the next few months. But why wait?
Send those delicious recipes in today.
With so many good cooks in the
congregation, our cookbook is bound to
be great! Thanks in advance for your
help in making this project a success.
Questions? Ask Karen Flowers.
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PAIRS ’N SPARES
DECEMBER DINNER

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Pairs ’N Spares will gather at York Steak House, on Tuesday,
December 13, at 6:00 p.m. for seasonal feasting and
merrymaking. We will be in the reserved room and proceed
through the cafeteria line. Reservations are recommended but
not required. Call Carolyn Moore if you plan to attend and are
not on the calling list. Please let your caller know if you need a
ride. Advance notice: We go into winter hibernation following
this event, emerging when the trees bud out in the
spring. Look for information in the March newsletter.
~ Carolyn Moore

Even though the physical building has
not moved, the address for the Lincoln
Lodge has changed from 4950 West
Broad Street to 4959 Medfield Way.
Please update your church directories
so that any mail to Alice Knoop, Mary
Horner or any of the other residents
will reach them. Also, don’t forget to
let the church office know of any
address corrections, changes or new
phone numbers.
Thanks for your
assistance!

TREE OF WARMTH

POINSETTIA ORDERS

As the temperature keep going down outside, the
Tree of Warmth has arrived in our Fellowship
Hall. We hope your knitting needles and crochet
hooks have been busy or that you have in other
ways collected mittens, gloves, hats and scarves
to hang on our tree this Christmas season. These
items will be divided between the Faith Mission
and the Hannah Neil Center in Columbus. We
would really appreciate your help. Let’s fill up
that tree!

Christmas is just around the corner and it’s time
to start thinking about purchasing a poinsettia to
grace our sanctuary during Christmas. The cost
will be $7.00 each. You may purchase yours in
honor or in memory of someone who is special
to you. Please fill out the form available in the
bulletin beginning on Sunday, December 4th, or
through the church office. All orders must be in
by December 18th. If you have any questions,
please contact Don Crumley.

BE A “CHRISTMAS ANGEL”
Again, we are pleased to work in cooperation with Prairie-Lincoln Elementary School to provide food and
Christmas presents to the needy within our community.
Westminster will be adopting 14 families with 32 children, providing presents for the children and food for
these families. The school will be collecting food and we have been asked to bring in additional canned or
boxed goods to assist them. If you have not signed up to buy a present and would like to, please call Dottie
Miller (878-4754) to find out what still needs to be purchased.
Those who have “adopted” children should be aware that all gifts should be wrapped with the sticker
attached to the outside of the package. Gifts need to be brought to the church no later than December 18th and
placed on the kitchen tables.
If you would like to help put the gifts and food baskets together after the Worship Service on Sunday,
December 18th, please see Dottie Miller. Help make some holiday magic by spreading our joy to those less
fortunate this season.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
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Larry Smiley
Ruth Arthur
Jan Howsmon
Shelley Ferko
Rebecca Dye
Nina Orsborn
Tom MacMillan
Pam Johnston
Melinda Rowe
Dee Gilbert
Robert Rule
Jean Wills

Our summary statement through the end of October shows that our year-todate income was $83,345.90, which is $1,771.73 over expected income. Our
expenses to date total $105,834.80, which is $2,647.27 over expected
expenses. If you have not yet paid your Per Capita, it is not too late. We
have collected $2,211 of the $3,114 which was due. Also, consider making
an end-of-year donation to the church as a tax benefit. As always, a full
financial report is available and please feel free to ask if you have any
questions.
~ Carol Scior, Chair
Finance Committee

ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE
The annual reports from all committees and groups in the church are
due in the church office no later than January 1, 2012. This will give
the secretary time to put the Annual Report together and have it
ready for distribution to the congregation on January 15th. The
Annual Congregational meeting, where it will be reviewed, will
be January 22nd. Thanks in advance for your timely response
to this request.

31

Dick and Lyn Hazen

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES
Watch the bulletin and newsletter for future fellowship activities.
LUNCH BUNCH

PAIRS ‘N SPARES
Join us for dinner on December 13th at
York Steak House on West Broad Street.
See the article on page 5 for more details.

Watch the
bulletin for
details to be
announced as
plans are
finalized.

OTHER DECEMBER EVENTS
December 18 ~ Christmas Joy Offering
December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Worship Service
December 25 ~ Christmas Day Worship Service
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YEAR END BILLS

CLERK’S CORNER

All outstanding bills for this year’s
accounting need to be into the Treasurer,
Jean Wills, by Monday, December 5th.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Highlights of the November
Session Meeting:
 The Endowment Committee reported that a bench will be

donated in memory of Joyce Ridenour by her family.
 The Personnel Committee has nominated Veronica Downs

as a candidate for the position of Treasurer.
 The Budget Committee is scheduled to meet on December

11th before the Combined Elder/Deacon Session meeting.
~ Don Crumley

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS UPDATE
Outside of a few minor issues that have arisen since our SDA group has signed the new lease contract, the
group has taken over the cleaning of the church on Saturday evenings. I am pleased to report there have been
no complaints about the cleanliness of the church when we show up Sunday mornings. We are keeping in
regular contact with SDA about any problems or upcoming events. If anyone has any ideas about what
fellowship events Westminster and SDA could participate in please let Trent or Melinda know and we will see
if we can work something out with them.
~ Trent and Melinda Rowe,
SDA Liasions

Please remember to bring in food items to fill
up our wonderful “Food Pantry” box every
Sunday. This month the WECFP is in need of
everything.
Thanks so much for your
generous support!

Mission of the Month
WE SHARE THE SPIRIT OF THE
SEASON IN DECEMBER
The Mission Committee is very busy this time of
year coordinating the Angel Project, collecting items for
the Tree of Warmth and promoting the Christmas Joy
Offering. We truly appreciate everything that you do in
support of not just these projects but of all the mission
work done throughout the year. Thank you!
~ Dottie Miller
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DECEMBER 2011
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
2
Lunch Bunch: Reserved for
11:30 a.m. TBD Crumley /
Hymrod
Thirsty
Wedding
Thursdays:
Rehearsal:
2:30 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

4
2nd Sunday of Advent;
The Lord’s Supper

5

6

7
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.

Sat
3
Crumley /
Hymrod
Wedding:
1:30 p.m.

Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

Girl Scouts:
4:00 p.m.

8
Thirsty
Thursdays:
2:30 p.m.

9

10
Seventh Day
Adventists:
8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m.

16
Card Club:
1:00 p.m.

17
Seventh Day
Adventists:
8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m.

Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

Seventh Day
Adventists:
7:00 p.m.
11
3rd Sunday of Advent

12

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Session: 7:00 p.m.

13
Pairs ‘N
Spares:
6:00 p.m. at
York Steak
House

14
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Seventh Day
Adventists:
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.
18
19
4th Sunday of Advent; Christmas
Joy Offering
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Christian Education: 11:45 a.m.
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 11:45 a.m.
Creative Memories: 2:00 p.m.
25
Christmas Day
Worship Service: 9:00 a.m.

26
Church Office
closed.

15
Thirsty
Thursdays:
2:30 p.m.
Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

Girl Scouts:
4:00 p.m.

Scrapbook
Group:
10:00 a.m.

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

20
Block Watch
Captains:
6:00 p.m.

27
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.

Outreach
Committee:
7:00 p.m.

21
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Book Group:
1:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.
Seventh Day
Adventists:
7:00 p.m.

22
Thirsty
Thursdays:
2:30 p.m.

28
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.

29
Thirsty
Thursdays:
2:30 p.m.

Seventh Day
Adventists:
7:00 p.m.
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23

Worship
Service:
7:30 p.m.

Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

24
Christmas Eve

30

31
New Year’s
Eve
Seventh Day
Adventists:
8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m.

WORSHIP
PLANNING

Elder for the Month of December:
Jerry Sparks
Deacon for the Month of December:
TBD

December 4 – 2nd Sunday of Advent; The Lord’s Supper
Psalm Reading: 85:1, 2, 8-13
Second Lesson: Mark 1:1-8

First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11

Lay Reader:
Greeter:
Ushers:

Nursery Workers: Barb Mogren, Veronica Downs
Advent Readers: The Moore Family

Bob Bethge
Diane Trout
Jerry Sparks and Fred Scior

December 11 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Psalm Reading: 126
Second Lesson: John 1:6-8, 19-28
Lay Reader:
Greeter:
Ushers:

First Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Melinda Rowe
Nursery Workers: Kevin Dye, Melinda Rowe
Nadine Mindigo
Advent Readers: Don and Linda Crumley
Kathy Stephens and Veronica Downs

December 18 – 4th Sunday of Advent; Christmas Joy Offering
Psalm Reading: 89:1-4, 19-26
Second Lesson: Luke 1:26-38

First Lesson: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Lay Reader:
Greeter:
Ushers:

Nursery Workers: Carol Rule and Trent Rowe
Advent Readers: The Sparks Family

Blair Adams
Veronica Downs
Don and Linda Crumley

December 24 – Christmas Eve
Psalm Reading: 96
Second Lesson: Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7

Lay Reader:
Greeter:

Nursery Workers: TBD
Ushers:
Nancy Hopkins, Carolyn Moore

TBD
TBD

December 25 – Christmas Day
Psalm Reading: 98
Second Lesson: John 1:1-14

First Lesson: Isaiah 52:7-10

Lay Reader:
Greeter:

Nursery Workers: N/A
Ushers:
N/A

N/A
N/A
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER
“The Window” is more than your average church
newsletter. We don’t just advertise church events; we
keep you abreast of major events & trends happening in
the church and around the world. We see “The
Window” as an important part of our Christian
education curriculum.
Why not subscribe to “The Window” or give a gift
subscription to a friend or relative? (We suggest a $10
donation, though any amount is appreciated. (Write
“Window” in the memo of your check.) Like public TV,
you will still get “The Window” even if you don’t
subscribe, but we would like to give you the opportunity
to express your appreciation for our extra effort. The
money will be used for office needs and supplies.

December

ENGLISH FIG PUDDING
3
1/2
1/2
1/4
3/4
2
1/2
1
1
1/2
1/2

tablespoons margarine, melted
cup milk
teaspoon baking soda
teaspoon allspice
cup dark brown sugar
cups all-purpose flour
teaspoon salt
cup dried figs, finely chopped
tart apple, peeled, cored, finely chopped
cup pecans, chopped
cup raisins

Butter a 2-quart mold with a tight lid. Heat water in
a pan large enough to hold mold. A crock pot is
excellent for this. Put melted margarine in a large
bowl and stir in sugar and milk. Add flour, baking
soda, salt and allspice and beat until smooth. Stir in
remaining ingredients. Spoon into mold and cover.
Put in large pan or crock pot and steam for 2 hours.
Remove and cool for 10 minutes before unmolding. Note: The batter may not appear to cover
figs and apples initially—the pudding will rise
during steaming.
~ from grouprecipes.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Westminster Presbyterian Church
222 Schoolhouse Lane
Columbus, OH 43228-1217
Phone: 614-878-4623
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