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THE WESTMINSTER WINDOW 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

222 Schoolhouse Lane 
Columbus, Ohio  43228 
Telephone: (614) 878-4623  

Fax: (614) 878-4629 
E-Mail: wpc222@sbcglobal.net 

Website:  westminsterpresbyterianchurch.net 
Rev. Collin Blair Adams ~ Pastor 

NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY, 2011 

Positions Open: We’re looking for new and possibly familiar faces with some good ideas to 
help direct our congregation into the future.  Accepting applications for 
Elders, Deacons and Congregation-at-large members of the Nominating 
Committee. 

 
Age/Gender: It makes very little if any difference, as long as applicant is young in spirit.  

Nor does it mater whether you are male or female.  Our preference however 
would be someone with a big and open heart—and this could be you. 

 
Salary/Benefits: We hope you may find it rewarding enough in the education of the various 

functions with in, that makes this church what it is! 
 
Interested? Please feel free to contact me.  I’d just love to hear from you.  
 

~ Elder Jerry Sparks, Moderator 
Nominating Committee 
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A  Place  For  You . . . 

At Westminster, there is a place for you.  Our arms are 
open wide to those who would like to join us in this family 
of faith.  If you are new to the area or have been our 
guest, we hope this newsletter will help you to get to know 
us better.  Blessings to you, and good reading! 

Choir: If you would like to sing praises to God, join 
our Chancel choir.  Practice is the first Thursday of 
each month at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Prayer Support: For prayer support simply call 
Ardis Offensend (878-4466), Wanda Kerr (878-
0409), or Nadine Mindigo (878-3345), and your 
prayers will be added to our special chain of prayer. 

SUNDAY OPPORTUNITIES: At Westminster, we have many exciting opportunities to join together for  
worship, study, and fellowship.   

Worship: During the  
school year, we have 
Sunday worship service 
at 10:30 a.m.   During 
the Summer months we 
worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Education: Each Sunday, during the 
school year, our church school meets 
for students both young and old at 
9:00 a.m.  Plan on joining us for 
some st imulat ing educat ional 
opportunities.   

Fellowship: During the school year, 
church schoo l student s and 
worshipers join together at 10:00 a.m. 
(9:30 a.m. during the summer) for a 
special time of refreshment and 
fellowship.   

Bible Study: We have an adult Bible class on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. during the school 
year.  Two year round study groups meet weekly at 
10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Our 
women’s group, Naomi Circle, meets monthly for 
study and fellowship.   
 
Adult Fellowship: We have fellowship 
opportunities for people of all ages.   

 Westminster Presbyterian Church is governed  
and cared for by elected officers of the church.   

 
The Session: Our Governing Body 

 
Class of 2011: Barb Mogren, Jerry Ridenour, Carol Scior 
Class of 2012: Melinda Rowe, Jerry Sparks 
Class of 2013: Bob Bethge, Jean Wills 
 

 
The Deacons: Our Serving Arm 

 
Class of 2011: Ruthie Beine, Joyce Ridenour 
Class of 2012: Pam Johnston, Veronica Downs 
Class of 2013: Linda Bethge, Karen Flowers, Steve Sparks 

Our Location: We aren’t the easiest church 
to find, but well worth the search.   From  
West Broad Street, take N. Murray Hill into 
Lincoln Village.  Turn left on Amesbury 
Way.  The Church is on your Left. 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES:  Here’s a few more ways to be active and involved in the WPC community.   
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 

Those of you that are not a part of our weekly Theology Class missed a fantastic discussion we had in 
January.  The class was discussing sin and what our church taught about it.  The discussion was wide ranging 
and thought provoking with many participating and sharing experiences and beliefs and during all of that 
discussion we came to a realization. 

 
Did you know that the Bible only talks about how sin came to be for less than a chapter and that we as 

Christians never say we believe in sin?  Well it is true.  Though we may seem to be preoccupied with sin we 
only say we believe in its forgiveness; though we may feel that sin is talked about all through the Bible it is 
only in discussion with how God is going to fix it and return us to how we were created to be. 

 
Friends, this February as we all celebrate Valentine’s day and become preoccupied with love let us take 

time to sit and read about God’s love.  It is not some mushy well wish on a Hallmark card, instead it is a deep 
longing for all of creation.  Open your Bible to any passage and see just what God is trying to tell us.  It is a 
message that does not need to be thrown in the trash, a message that is not filled with puns or sappy 
sentiments.  Instead, it is a world changing, life sustaining message of love for all people. 

 
 Grace and peace to you and yours, 

 
 
 

Rev. Collin 

DID YOU EVER WONDER … 
 
Did you ever wonder what the Book of Order is?  
Much like a board game comes with a book of 
rules, the Presbyterian Church has its own book of 
rules called The Book of Order.  The Book of 
Order can be found in print form as well as on line 
at http://oga.pcusa.org/boo/boo-online.htm.  It 
provides information about the Presbyterian 
Church and is broken into three major sections:  
Forms of Government, Directory for Worship and 
Rules of Discipline.  Within each of those sections 
is everything you wanted to know about the 
Presbyterian Church but were afraid to ask!  Do 

you want to know if you can attend a Session meeting as a non-Session member?  To find the answer, you can 
go to The Book of Order and find out.  (The answer is yes, you can attend but you have no vote nor are you 
allowed to be involved in the decision making process unless permission is granted for you to address the 
Session).  Do you want to know if, like the Catholics you can be “ex-communicated”?  You can go to the 
Rules of Discipline section and find out.  (The answer is the Presbyterian Church does not have “ex-
communication” but a member can be disciplined).  Now when you hear “Book of Order” you know what it is! 
 

~ Barbara Mogren 
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NOTES OF APPRECIATION 

 
 
“Dear Parishioners, 
 
 Thank you for the donation of $200.00 to the work of the pantry.  We will put it 
to good work.  On behalf of all the pantry volunteers, I want to wish all of you a blessed 
Christmas and a Joyous New Year. 
 

With gratitude, 
Dick Locke,  

Pantry Manager 
(12/25/10 letter refers to a donation received from a private party held at Westminster.) 

 
 

“Dear Parishioners, 
 
 Thank you for the donation of $192.75 collected at your Christmas Eve Service.  
I’m having a large dose of déjà vu.  Because of your generosity, I have been able to 
order a few little extra items, like Miracle Whip salad dressing.  Once again I will wish 
you and yours a Joyous New Year. 
 

With gratitude, 
Dick Locke,  

Pantry Manager 
(Letter dated 12/30/10) 

 
 
“Dear People, 
 
 Just a note to say “Thank You” in case I’ve missed you personally to say 
“Thank You” for either your cooked food, money or time, and in some cases, all of the 
above.  I’m referring to the luncheon we all gave to Tom MacMillan and his family 
after Agnes’ funeral; and I do mean all of us.  I’m not officially the Bereavement 
Committee moderator, but was put in charge to get the ball going, and naturally, could 
not have done it without everyone’s help.  The ball was passed quickly and efficiently 
by most in this wonderful church. 
 

Thanks again,  
Veronica 
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PAIRS ‘N SPARES  
SCHEDULE 

 
Just like the groundhog, Pairs and Spares diners emerge, look at 
the calendar, and go back into hibernation for another month.  This 
year we will dine together on Tuesday evenings to avoid conflict 
with the evening Bible/Theology class.  Mark your calendars for 
the second Tuesday of each month, from March through 
December, at 6:30 p.m.  On March 8 we will meet at Hometown 
Buffet in Consumer Square.  Calls will be made as usual a few 
days before each event for reservations and transportation 
information.  All are welcome!!  If you do not receive a call and 
wish to attend, call Ardis or Carolyn.  
 

~ Carolyn Moore 

SPECIAL PER CAPITA 
OFFERING TO BE TAKEN 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

 
We are a connectional church.  That means that we 
are linked in mission and ministry with Presbyterians 
throughout the United States and around the world.  
We depend on each other and complement each 
other’s work.   
 
The costs incurred by Presbytery, Synod and General 
Assembly to administer this connectional system are 
paid for separately from the cost of the mission work 
they do on our behalf.  So when we give to support 
missionaries overseas, or to disaster assistance, or to 
fight hunger, 100% of those contributions go directly 
to the mission projects.   
 
The administrative costs are calculated and assessed 
to each church according to its communicant 
membership.  The amount we will pay in 2011 is 
$33.84 per member.  We are asking for your help this 
year to meet this obligation through a special Per 
Capita offering to be taken on Sunday, February 28.   
Special envelopes are provided in the front of your 
offering envelope box.   
 
To clarify how this is calculated for a family of two 
adults and two children, if only one of the children 
has gone through confirmation, multiply the per 
member amount by three. 
 

~ Your Finance Committee 
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Naomi Circle will meet in  
the kitchen on Monday, 

February 7th, at 1:30 p.m.   

Lunch Bunch will dine at 11:30 a.m. at Peacock West 
on West Broad Street on Thursday, February 3rd. 

Meet at 11:15 to carpool ~ Ardis Offensend - Hostess 

CHURCH NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

OTHER FEBRUARY EVENTS 

February 6 ~ “Souper” Bowl of Caring 
February 23 ~ Book Discussion Group 

February 28 ~ Per Capita Sunday 

LUNCH BUNCH 

NAOMI CIRCLE 

PAIRS ‘N SPARES 

Pairs ‘N Spares are taking a winter break— 
see the article on page 4 for more information. 

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Our summary statement through the end of December shows that our year-
to-date income was $102,174.  Our year-to-date expenses were $113,493. 
This causes a shortfall of $11,319.  A full financial report is available from 
the office.  Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions.   

 
~ Carol Scior, Chair; Finance Committee 

Watch the bulletin and newsletter for future fellowship activities. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ABIGAIL BACHELOR 

 
A big “BRAVO” goes to Abigail Bachelor who has 
recently won the “Focus on Youth Division” to the 
World Harp Congress.  As part of this award, Abigail 
has the honor of representing the United States in a 
recital to be held in British Columbia in July.  Harpists 
from over 40 countries will be present at this event.  
Quite an accomplishment for a 12 year old girl!  We 
wish her the best of luck in her travels. 

 
FEBRUARY 

  2 Ron Howsmon 
  5 Barbara Mogren 
  6 Anthony Grant 
  6 Marsha Ross 
  7 Kathleen Weekly 
  7 Shawna Moore 
  9 Sallie Wood 
15 Susie Bennett 
15 Kimberly Ross 
20 Cory Falke 
20 Ryan Falke 
24 Tracy Grant 
25 Jori Moore 
26 Mary Kilgore 
27 Ruthie Beine  

12 Jim & Joyce Sizemore 
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Please remember to 
bring in food items to 
fill up our wonderful 
“Food Pantry” box 
every Sunday. This 
month the WECFP is 
in need of everything.  
Thanks so much for 
your very generous 
support! 

Mission of the Month 

“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING”  
Mark your calendars!  The annual “Souper Bowl of Caring” is Sunday, 

February 6th, 2011. 
Over 18 years ago, a single prayer led a senior high youth group to a simple, 

yet powerful idea to fight hunger and poverty in their community.  
The Souper Bowl of Caring calls youth to action—individuals, youth groups, 

civic organizations, and schools are making a difference in the lives of others 
through this simple movement of caring. 

Our youth will be collecting canned 
food items and monetary donations 
again this year to be donated to the 
Westland Ecumenical Community Food 
Pantry.  Please plan to give generously 
in support of this worthy mission.  Our 
goal is to surpass 200 cans and $100 due 
to the greater need in our area this year.  
We appreciate your help as our youth 
strive to make a difference!  

 

CLERK’S CORNER 

Highlights of the Regular 
Session and Special Session 
Meetings held in January: 

 
Accepted with regret letter of resignation from 

long-time Clerk of Session Ardis Offensend. 
Received nominations and elected Don Crumley 

as Clerk of Session, with Ardis Offensend to act 
as Assistant Clerk of Session. 

Approved purchase of new office copier from 
Columbus Office Solutions. 

Approved Rev. Chuck Stenner to guest preach on 
February 13 while Pastor Collin is at youth retreat 

 
~ Ardis Offensend 

FROM THE 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 
Now here’s an opportunity to be of help in our 
community!  As a result of a contact by our 
committee, Galloway Ridge Intermediate School 
has asked us to initiate a tutoring program to help 
5th and 6th grade students with their reading skills.  
The commitment would be for one hour on a 
specified afternoon each week. Our guess is you’d 
gain a friend, (and we all know hanging around 
with young people keeps you young) and we’d bet 
there’d be two people with a sense of 
accomplishment as your young reader got better!  
Won’t you give it some thought and sign up? (sign 
up sheet in the narthex).   
 

~ Bob Bethge, Moderator 
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Sun Mon T ue W ed T hu Fr i  Sat  

 
 
 

 
 

1 2   
Bible Study: 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Girl Scouts: 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Theology 
Class:  7:00 pm 
 
SDA:  7:30 pm   

3 
Lunch Bunch: 
11:30 a.m. at 
Peacock West 
 
Bell Choir: 
6:30 p.m. 
 
 

4 
Girl Scouts: 
4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

5 
Seventh Day 
Adventists: 
9:00 a.m.   

6  
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ 
The Lord’s Supper; “Souper” 
Bowl of Caring 
 
Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Fellowship:  10:00 a.m. 
Worship:  10:30 a.m. 
 
 

7 
Naomi Circle: 
1:30 p.m.  
 
Cub Scouts: 
7:00 p.m. 
 
 

8 
Girl Scouts: 
6:00 p.m. 

9 
Bible Study: 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Girl Scouts: 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Theology 
Class:  7:00 pm 
 
SDA:  7:30 pm   

10 
Bell Choir: 
6:30 p.m. 
 
 

11 
 

12 
Seventh Day 
Adventists: 
9:00 a.m.  
 
Scrapbook:  
10:00 a.m.  
 

13 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time  ~ 
Guest Preacher:  Chuck Stenner 
 
Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Fellowship:  10:00 a.m. 
Worship:  10:30 a.m. 
Session Meeting:  7:00 p.m. 
 
 

14 
Cub Scouts: 
7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

15 
Block Watch 
Captains: 
6:00 p.m.  
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

16 
Bible Study: 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Girl Scouts: 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Theology 
Class:  7:00 pm 
 
SDA:  7:30 pm   

17 
Bell Choir: 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Property 
Committee: 
7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

18 
Card Club: 
1:00 p.m. 
 
Girl Scouts: 
4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

19 
Seventh Day 
Adventists: 
9:00 a.m.  
  
 

20 
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Fellowship:  10:00 a.m. 
Worship:  10:30 a.m. 
Christian Education: 11:45 am 
Prayer Shawl Ministry:  11:45 am 
Creative Memories:  2:00 p.m. 

21 
Cub Scouts: 
7:00 p.m. 
 
 

22 
Girl Scouts: 
6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
Bible Study: 
10:30 a.m. 
Book Group: 
1:00 p.m. 
Girl Scouts: 
6:00 p.m. 
Theology 
Class:  7:00 pm 
SDA:  7:30 pm   

24 
Bell Choir: 
6:30 p.m. 
 

25 
 

26 
Seventh Day 
Adventists: 
9:00 a.m.   

27 
8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Fellowship:  10:00 a.m. 
Worship:  10:30 a.m. 
Worship & Music Com.:  11:45 am 
Deacon Meeting:  6:30 p.m. 
Distribute Newsletter 
 

28 
Outreach 
Committee: 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Cub Scouts: 
7:00 p.m. 

     

February 20 1 1  
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WORSHIP  

PLANNING 
    

February 6 – 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ The Lord’s Supper; “Souper” Bowl of 
Caring 

 
Psalm Reading: 112:1-9 (10)   First Lesson: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 
Second Lesson: Matthew 5:13-20 
 
Lay Reader:   Bob Moore  Nursery Workers: Kevin and Mary Dye 
Acolyte: TBD   Greeter:   Jim Benney 
Ushers: Mary Jane Hamill and Mary Horner  
 
 
February 13 – 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Guest Preacher:  Rev. Chuck Stenner 
 
Psalm Reading: 119:1-8  First Lesson: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Second Lesson: Matthew 5:21-37 
 
Lay Reader: Don Crumley  Nursery Workers: Trish Moore and Carol Scior 
Acolyte: TBD   Greeter:   Linda Bethge 
Ushers: Fred Scior and Veronica Downs  
 
 
February 20 – 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
Psalm Reading: 119:33-40   First Lesson: 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 
Second Lesson: Matthew 5:38-48 
 
Lay Readers: Melinda Rowe  Nursery Workers: Brittany Simons and Carol Rule 
Acolyte: TBD   Greeter:   Steve Sparks 
Ushers: The Ervin Family    
 
 
February 27 – 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Psalm Reading: 131   First Lesson: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
Second Lesson: Matthew 6:24-34 
 
Lay Reader: Ardis Offensend  Nursery Workers: Blair Adams and Linda Bethge 
Acolyte: TBD   Greeter:   Bob Bethge 
Ushers: Karen Flowers and Carolyn Moore 
  

Elder for the Month of February: 
Bob Bethge 

 
Deacon for the Month of February: 

Steve Sparks 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

EASY CHOCOLATE 
TRUFFLES 

 
1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, softened 
3 cups confectioners’ sugar, sifted 
3 cups semisweet chocolate chips, melted 
1 1/2 teaspoon vanilla 

 
In a large bowl, beat cream cheese until smooth.  

Gradually beat in confectioners’ sugar until well 
blended.  Stir in melted chocolate and vanilla 
until no streaks remain.  Refrigerate for about 1 
hour.  Shape into 1 inch balls. 

Tips:  Makes a large batch—try these options to 
make several variations at once!  To flavor the 
truffles with liqueurs, omit the vanilla and divide 
the mixture into thirds.  Add 1 tablespoon liqueur 
(almond, coffee, orange) to each portion; mix 
well.  Roll shaped truffles in ground nuts, cocoa, 
coconut, candy sprinkles, etc. or dip them in 
melted chocolate.  Drizzle with more chocolate. 

 
Sweets for your sweetie on Valentine’s Day! 
 

~ from Allrecipes.com 

“The Window” is more than your average church 
newsletter.  We don’t just advertise church events; we 
keep you abreast of major events & trends happening in 
the church and around the world.  We see “The 
Window” as an important part of our Christian 
education curriculum. 
 
Why not subscribe to “The Window” or give a gift 
subscription to a friend or relative?  (We suggest a $10 
donation, though any amount is appreciated. (Write 
“Window” in the memo of your check.)  Like public TV, 
you will still get “The Window” even if you don’t 
subscribe, but we would like to give you the opportunity 
to express your appreciation for our extra effort.  The 
money will be used for office needs and supplies. 

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER 
Westminster Presbyterian Church       
222 Schoolhouse Lane       
Columbus, OH  43228-1217  
Phone:  614-878-4623       
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


