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NEWSLETTER – JANUARY, 2011
CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

The Westland Area Ecumenical Food Pantry will
receive all of the collection that was offered during
our Christmas Eve Worship Service. Thank you as
always for your very generous support.

Our annual congregational meeting will be on
Sunday, January 16th, at 11:45 a.m. The annual
report will be reviewed, the Session approved 2011
income and expense budgets will be reviewed and
discussed.
The annual reports and budget will be available
on Sunday, January 9th. Be sure to pick up a copy
to look over before the meeting. Please plan to
attend this important annual gathering.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
The Mission Committee thanks the congregation
for their support of the Christmas Joy Offering. We
collected $684 on December 19th. Half of it will
go to the Board of Missions for retired church
workers and the other half to the seven racialethnic churches and colleges that the Presbyterian
Church USA supports.

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
If you have not yet submitted your committee or
group’s report to the church office, please do so
immediately! Each summary of activities and
events over the past year will be included in the
2011 Annual Report—but only if they are received
promptly. Thanks for your timely assistance.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
Many thanks go to all who shared their talents with
us by making the ornaments which were given to
all the families that attended our Christmas Eve
service. Your efforts are much appreciated!

DID YOU EVER WONDER …
What is per Capita? Per Capita is paid to the Presbytery by local congregations to help fund church
government, much like a tax funds things in a democracy. The per Capita funding pays for many things such
as General Assemblies, ecumenical participation, ordination exams as well as the Presbyterian Historical
Society and many others but it does not pay for mission work. Even if an individual does not pay per Capita,
Westminster still pays $33.84 per member. Of the $33.84, 18.2% of the money is targeted to go to General
Assembly, 9.5% Synod and 72.3 % to the Presbytery. Now you know what per Capita is!
~ Barbara Mogren
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A Place For You . . .
At Westminster, there is a place for you. Our arms are
open wide to those who would like to join us in this family
of faith. If you are new to the area or have been our
guest, we hope this newsletter will help you to get to know
us better. Blessings to you, and good reading!
SUNDAY OPPORTUNITIES: At Westminster, we have many exciting opportunities to join together for
worship, study, and fellowship.
Worship: During the
school year, we have
Sunday worship service
at 10:30 a.m.
During
the Summer months we
worship at 10:00 a.m.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES:

Education: Each Sunday, during the
school year, our church school meets
for students both young and old at
9:00 a.m. Plan on joining us for
so me st imu lat ing educat io nal
opportunities.

Fellowship: During the school year,
c hu r c h sc ho o l st u d e nt s a n d
worshipers join together at 10:00 a.m.
(9:30 a.m. during the summer) for a
special time of refreshment and
fellowship.

Here’s a few more ways to be active and involved in the WPC community.

Choir: If you would like to sing praises to God, join
our Chancel choir. Practice is the first Thursday of
each month at 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study: We have an adult Bible class on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. during the school
year. Two year round study groups meet weekly at
10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. Our
women’s group, Naomi Circle, meets monthly for
study and fellowship.

Prayer Support: For prayer support simply call
Ardis Offensend (878-4466), Wanda Kerr (8780409), or Nadine Mindigo (878-3345), and your
prayers will be added to our special chain of prayer.

Adult Fellowship: We have
opportunities for people of all ages.

Our Location: We aren’t the easiest church
to find, but well worth the search. From
West Broad Street, take N. Murray Hill into
Lincoln Village. Turn left on Amesbury
Way. The Church is on your Left.

fellowship

Westminster Presbyterian Church is governed
and cared for by elected officers of the church.
The Session: Our Governing Body
Class of 2011: Barb Mogren, Jerry Ridenour, Carol Scior
Class of 2012: Melinda Rowe, Jerry Sparks
Class of 2013: Bob Bethge, Jean Wills
The Deacons: Our Serving Arm
Class of 2011: Ruthie Beine, Joyce Ridenour
Class of 2012: Pam Johnston, Veronica Downs
Class of 2013: Linda Bethge, Karen Flowers, Steve Sparks
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
The long December is over and I have to say I am fat and happy. However, I am not happy with all the fat.
It seems that perhaps I got a little too jolly with all of the cookies and decadent treats of Thanksgiving and
Christmas and now I have to make a resolution to get into shape, a shape that is not round and squishy.
It is also a time of year to get into better spiritual shape. Though we have come out of one of the holiest
times of the year, we are entering the long dreary Ohio January. Nothing exciting on the horizon, cold weather
always around us and a church season that does not have a lot of excitement going on. It is an easy time to fall
into depression.
So this year as I work out my body I am also resolving to get into spiritual shape. I ask that you all join me
as studies show that exercising as a group helps people to succeed.
Start small, take a small break of five minutes during our day and set it aside for prayer and silence. As the
month gets shorter make those quiet times longer. By the end of the month see if you can spend half an hour
to an hour praying and listening for God.
If you are like me then this will be harder than it sounds, but I think it is something we should all work on.
After all God wants us to spend more than just an hour on Sunday with him. I know I need to work on my
relationship with God and I hope you all will join me.
Grace and Peace,

Rev. Collin

CALLING ALL YOUTH!!!
Attention Mountain T.O.P. campers and parents—please plan to come to a planning meeting which will be
held immediately following the Worship Service on January 9th. Bring your calendars and your completed
registration forms to the meeting. Our middle school youth and their parents are also asked to be there as well
to discuss upcoming activities in 2011. Lunch will be provided for everyone. If you have questions or will not
be able to attend, please contact Trent Rowe (878-8692) or Blair Adams (620-0006).
~ Trent Rowe, Moderator
Youth Committee

TREE OF WARMTH

ANGEL PROJECT UPDATE

Thanks to everyone who helped decorate
our Tree of Warmth with gloves, scarves
and hats. All the articles have been
divided between Faith Mission and the
Hanna Neil Center in Columbus. Both of
these places help troubled youth and do a
wonderful job of helping them work
through their problems and becoming able
to cope with everyday life. Thanks again
for a great year!

Thank you to all who participated in the Angel Project. All the
gifts and work getting the food and gifts arranged by families
will make Christmas merrier for 7 families and 23 children.
All the setting up benefited 17 additional families with 48
more children. December 13th was a busy place with the
children from Prairie Lincoln coming in, Concordia and St.
Paul bringing their gifts, Pastor Collin greeting everyone and
Westminster members arranging it all by families. The
generosity of our members is great! Thanks to all!
~ Dottie Miller
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PAIRS ‘N SPARES
SCHEDULE

DEACON’S DOOR

A big THANK YOU goes out to everyone who
donated their time, talent, crafts and baked goods to
make our boutique and cookie sale such a HUGE
success! We raised $882 for the General Fund—
made possible only because of your very generous
contributions. Thanks again to all!

Pairs and Spares have begun their
winter hibernation for January and
February. We will emerge hungry
for good food and fellowship in
March, and will gather at the
Hometown Buffet. Details will be
in the February newsletter. Also,
plans are being made for a trip to
t he Lit t le The at er On
Broadway in Grove City for a
performance of The Music Man.

~ Karen Flowers

~ Carolyn Moore

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE AND
COOKIE SALE RECAP

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT
CRAFTERS NEEDED

PRESBYTERY’S
PARTNERS IN
EDUCATION (PIE)
EVENT

Looking for something to do this winter? We need
cross stitchers to help get the Christmas ornaments
for 2011 done early—see Karen Flowers if you
would like to volunteer.

"PIE", or Partners in Education, is
the Presbytery's annual event for
officer training and leadership
development. The 2011 PIE event
will be held on Saturday, January 8,
at Hoge Presbyterian Church in
Columbus and First Presbyterian
Church in Jackson.
Landon
Whitsitt will speak during the
morning at Jackson, and in the
afternoon at Hoge. The rest of the
day will feature church officer
training classes at both locations.
Watch the mail for a copy of the
brochure, or download the complete
brochure from the presbytery
website: www.psvonline.org.

GAME NIGHT
Our annual Deacon-sponsored game night for all
ages will be Saturday night, January 28th, at 7:00
p.m. Please bring a game and your favorite snack to
share. Lots of fun for the whole family! Questions?
Ask Karen Flowers.

Westminster will be co-hosting the
luncheon at Hoge. Please volunteer
by signing up on the sheet in the
upper hallway and indicate if you
can either make a pot of soup or can
help serve. See Pastor Collin for
more information. Thanks!
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FALL FOOD DAY

REFLECTIONS

Many thanks to all who donated to our Fall Food Day
which helps to supply food for the Christmas baskets,
food for the Westland Ecumenical Community Food
Pantry and meat for the pantry freezer. We received
approximately 12 bags of food as well as $175 in
cash donations. Thanks so much for your generosity!

As we look forward to a New Year, let us reflect
on 2010 which was a great year for Westminster.
Under the leadership of Pastor Collin, we have
enjoyed meaningful worship services and many
fellowship opportunities. We have shared our
blessings through a variety of mission works and
outreach activities.
Two notable events we
celebrated this year include Pastor Collin and Blair’s
wedding reception and the Community Block Party.
Our church is being moved in exciting new ways
and we want to say thanks to the staff, Session,
Deacons, choirs, committees, and all others who
have shared their talents in order to keep the church
moving in the direction that God would want us to
go. There are too many individuals involved to
name each one, and I certainly wouldn’t want to
miss a single person, but sharing your talents is just
one of the things that makes Westminster a
wonderful, warm community of faith and a great
place to learn to be a true disciple of Christ.
Thank you one and all and may God bless you in
the coming year and years to come.

SPECIAL PER CAPITA
OFFERING TO BE TAKEN
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
We are a connectional church. That means that we
are linked in mission and ministry with Presbyterians
throughout the United States and around the world.
We depend on each other and complement each
other’s work.

~ Ardis Offensend, Clerk of Session

The costs incurred by Presbytery, Synod and General
Assembly to administer this connectional system are
paid for separately from the cost of the mission work
they do on our behalf. So when we give to support
missionaries overseas, or to disaster assistance, or to
fight hunger, 100% of those contributions go directly
to the mission projects.
The administrative costs are calculated and assessed
to each church according to its communicant
membership. The amount we will pay in 2011 is
$33.84 per member. We are asking for your help this
year to meet this obligation through a special Per
Capita offering to be taken on Sunday, February 28.
Special envelopes are provided in the front of your
offering envelope box.
To clarify how this is calculated for a family of two
adults and two children, if only one of the children
has gone through confirmation, multiply the per
member amount by three.
~ Your Finance Committee
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JANUARY

CHURCH NEWS

AND

UPCOMING EVENTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

1
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10
10
13
14
15
17
22
23
26
27
28
29

Kyle Kilgore
Lloyd Ross
Nadine Mindigo
Mark Ervin
Barb Bootes
Darrell Moore
Nancy Hopkins
Bryan Flowers
Jerry Sparks
Darleen Pershing
Karen Flowers
Bob Bethge
Lucas Rowe
Rhonda Fowler
Jessica Stephens
Beverly Ferry

Our summary statement through the end of November shows that our yearto-date income was $94,130.39. Our year-to-date expenses were $103,568.58.
This causes a shortfall of $9,438.19. A full financial report is available from
the office. Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions.
~ Carol Scior, Chair; Finance Committee

NOTE OF
APPRECIATON
“Dear Prayer Shawl Ministry,
I sure was ‘SURPRISED’ to
receive a prayer shawl! Thank
you for my beautiful shawl. And
thank you for the wonderful work
you do in your ministry!
In Christ’s Love,
Karen Flowers

3
23

Jim & Vivian Vanos
Malcolm & Barbara
Mogren

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES
Watch the bulletin and newsletter for future fellowship activities.
LUNCH BUNCH

PAIRS ‘N SPARES

Lunch Bunch will dine at 11:30 a.m. at Peacock West
on West Broad Street on Thursday, January 6th.
Meet at 11:15 to carpool ~ Ardis Offensend - Hostess

Pairs ‘N Spares are taking a winter break—
see the article on page 4 for more information.
OTHER JANUARY EVENTS

NAOMI CIRCLE

January 8 ~ Presbytery P.I.E. Event
January 9 ~ Youth Planning Meeting
January 16 ~ Annual Congregational Meeting
January 26 ~ Book Discussion Group
January 28 ~ Family Game Night

Naomi Circle will meet in the kitchen
on Monday, January 3rd, at 1:30 p.m.
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

CLERK’S CORNER

Our next selection is “The Girl With the Dragon
Tattoo” by author Stieg Larsson which will be
discussed on January 26 at 1:00 p.m.
The next book club meeting will be on February 23,
2011 with our book selection of “The Pig Did It’ by
author Joseph Caldwell. All are welcome to attend.

Highlights of the December
Combined Meeting:
 Had a combined Session / Board of Deacons

meeting.

CHRISTMAS CARD
RECYCLING

 Each

Elder and Deacon
responsibilities on their board.

their

 Approved the 2011 Church Budget.

Don’t throw those cards away—bring them in to be
reused as gift tags or in other craft projects. Put your
cards in the box in the narthex. See Karen Flowers
with any questions—thanks for your help!

Please remember to
bring in food items to
fill up our wonderful
“Food Pantry” box
every Sunday. This
month the WECFP is
in need of everything.
Thanks so much for
your very generous
support!

stated

~ Ardis Offensend

Mission of the Month
“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING”
Mark your calendars! The annual “Souper Bowl of Caring” is Sunday,
February 6th, 2011.
Over 18 years ago, a single prayer led a senior high youth group to a simple,
yet powerful idea to fight hunger and poverty in their community.
The Souper Bowl of Caring calls youth to action—individuals, youth groups,
civic organizations, and schools are making a difference in the lives of others
through this simple movement of caring.
Our youth will be collecting canned
food items and monetary donations
again this year to be donated to the
Westland Ecumenical Community Food
Pantry. Please plan to give generously
in support of this worthy mission. Our
goal is to surpass 200 cans and $100 due
to the greater need in our area this year.
We appreciate your help as our youth
strive to make a difference!
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J a n u a ry 2 0 1 1
Sun

Mon

2
2nd Sunday after Christmas ~
Guest Preacher: Bob Moore

3
Naomi Circle:
1:30 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Cub Scouts:
7:00 p.m.

Tue

Wed

4

5
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.
Theology
Class: 7:00 pm

Thu
6
Lunch Bunch:
11:30 a.m. at
Peacock West

Fri
7
Girl Scouts:
4:00 p.m.

Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

10
Cub Scouts:
7:00 p.m.

11
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.

12
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.

13
Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

14

Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Youth Planning Meeting: 11:45 am
Session Meeting: 7:00 p.m.

Theology
Class: 7:00 pm

17
Cub Scouts:
7:00 p.m.

18
Block Watch
Captains:
6:00 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Congregational Meeting: 11:45 am
Baby Shower: 12:00 p.m.
Creative Memories: 2:00 p.m.

Newsletter
Deadline

23
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

20
Bell Choir:
6:30 p.m.

21
Card Club:
1:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.

Property
Committee:
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts:
4:00 p.m.

22
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.

SDA: 7:30 pm
24
Outreach
Committee:
7:00 p.m.

25
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.

26
27
Bible Study:
Bell Choir:
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
Book Group:
1:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts:
6:00 p.m.
Theology
Class: 7:00 pm
SDA: 7:30 pm

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Cub Scouts:
Worship & Music Com.: 11:45 am 7:00 p.m.
Deacon Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

30
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

19
Bible Study:
10:30 a.m.

Theology
Class: 7:00 pm

15
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.
Scrapbook:
10:00 a.m.

SDA: 7:30 pm
16
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time ~
Annual Congregational Meeting

1
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.
8
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.

SDA: 7:30 pm
9
Baptism of the Lord ~ The Lord’s
Supper

Sat

31
Cub Scouts:
7:00 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship: 10:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Distribute Newsletter
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28
Game Night:
7:00 p.m.

29
Seventh Day
Adventists:
9:00 a.m.

WORSHIP
PLANNING

Elder for the Month of January:
Barbara Mogren
Deacon for the Month of January:
TBD

January 2 – 2nd Sunday after Christmas ~ Guest Preacher: Bob Moore
Psalm Reading: 147:12-20
Second Lesson: John 1:(1-9) 10-18

First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-14

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Workers: Carol Rule and Brittany Simons
Greeter:
TBD

Don Crumley
TBD
Kyle and Linda Kilgore

January 9 – Baptism of the Lord ~ The Lord’s Supper
Psalm Reading: 29
Second Lesson: Matthew 3:13-17

First Lesson: Isaiah 42:1-9

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Workers: Kevin and Mary Dye
Greeter:
TBD

John Pershing
TBD
Jan Howsmon and Jerry Sparks

January 16 – 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Annual Congregational Meeting
Psalm Reading: 40:1-11
Second Lesson: John 1:29-42

First Lesson: Isaiah 49:1-7

Lay Readers:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Workers: Nicholas Sparks and Carol Rule
Greeter:
TBD

Veronica Downs
TBD
The Steve Sparks Family

January 23 – 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Psalm Reading: 27:1, 4-9
Second Lesson: Matthew 4:12-23

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:1-4

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Workers: Carol Scior and Trish Moore
Greeter:
TBD

Pam Johnston
TBD
Jim Benney and Carol Rule

January 30 – 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Psalm Reading: 15
Second Lesson: Matthew 5:1-12

First Lesson: Micah 6:1-8

Lay Reader:
Acolyte:
Ushers:

Nursery Workers: Barbara and Abigail Mogren
Greeter:
TBD

Bob Bethge
TBD
Nancy Hopkins and Shadin Moore
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER
“The Window” is more than your average church
newsletter. We don’t just advertise church events; we
keep you abreast of major events & trends happening in
the church and around the world. We see “The
Window” as an important part of our Christian
education curriculum.

FROSTY ORANGE
SNOWMEN
1

Why not subscribe to “The Window” or give a gift
subscription to a friend or relative? (We suggest a $10
donation, though any amount is appreciated. (Write
“Window” in the memo of your check.) Like public TV,
you will still get “The Window” even if you don’t
subscribe, but we would like to give you the opportunity
to express your appreciation for our extra effort. The
money will be used for office needs and supplies.

1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
14

(6 ounce) can frozen orange juice
concentrate
cup milk
cup water
cup sugar
teaspoon vanilla extract
ice cubes
Fresh mint (optional)

In a blender, combine orange juice concentrate,
milk, water, sugar, vanilla and ice cubes. Blend
until smooth.
Pour into glasses and serve
immediately. Garnish with mint sprigs if desired.
Makes 4 servings.
Tip: Use powdered sugar or Splenda so it will
dissolve more easily.
This is the perfect eye-opener to help you get
moving on those dark January mornings. It’s
almost like sunshine in a glass!
~ from Allrecipes.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Westminster Presbyterian Church
222 Schoolhouse Lane
Columbus, OH 43228-1217
Phone: 614-878-4623
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